Summary of Request for Export Support Comments from Industry

The U.S. Department of Energy is conducting a comparative analysis of U.S. Government (USG) and foreign countries’ export promotion programs.  The analysis focuses on export assistance programs that are designed to help domestic clean energy companies seeking to invest in or export to emerging economies.  
The objective of the analysis is to develop a basis for future discussions about clean energy technology export support and to catalogue options for improving the effectiveness of USG export and foreign investment support programs.  The analysis will be provided to the Task Force on International Cooperation for Clean and Efficient Energy Technologies, assembled in response to the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007 (H.R. 6, Section 916).  Attachment 1 provides a summary of the analytical approach.  

As part of this analysis, DOE would like to interview companies to identify critical programs and products provided by foreign governments and gather companies’ input on the effectiveness of U.S. programs and options for future actions.  This input will help DOE and members of the EISA Task Force to:  (1) compare U.S. and foreign government export assistance programs in detail; (2) learn from U.S. companies how foreign government programs and products advantage their competitors; (3) understand which USG programs are most beneficial; and (4) identify options for improving USG export and foreign investment programs and products. 
The areas of export assistance that the study is addressing include:
· Policy Support —working with foreign governments to establish policies and regulations favorable to clean energy technologies and helping to reduce barriers for U.S. products and services; 

· Capacity Building —providing developing country institutions advisory services, training, and technical assistance;
· Trade Promotion and Market Development —providing U.S. companies trade lead identification, market research, public outreach/communications, and export counseling, and facilitating trade events;
· Project Development Support —assisting U.S. companies as they form joint ventures and business partnerships and providing pre-feasibility and feasibility study support;
· Financing —providing loans, loan guarantees, interest rate buy-downs, and investment funds to U.S. companies and purchasers of U.S. equipment and services;
· Insurance —providing insurance to reduce export and project risks.

In this phase of the analysis, we would like to speak with companies that can describe instances from the past three years where foreign export assistance programs biased sales/investments away from U.S. companies.  If additional work is authorized, we will broaden the scope of the analysis to meet with other companies interested in discussing possible improvements in USG export assistance programs and to gain additional insights on the special issues that small- and medium-sized firms face.
A team consisting of a DOE representative and a consultant will interview participating companies, using questions from the attached questionnaire.  The interviewers will pose the questions in a meeting and will complete the questionnaire.  The interview will focus only on issues of importance to the company, as identified early portion in the interview.  DOE will conduct up to nine interviews (taking into account technology and company size) and will report information without company attribution or identifying information.  DOE will also interview companies in groups, if they so wish.
Companies that wish to be considered as potential interviewees for the foreign assistance case studies should provide a synopsis of their case(s) by June 30, 2009 through their trade association.  A synopsis should identify: country that provided “better” export assistance, form and monetary value of assistance provided, technology involved, project size in dollars and energy units (e.g., MW, manufacturing output), and size of the U.S. company affected.  To preserve confidentiality, we are asking your trade association to provide this information without company identifiers.  DOE will request the company contact information for the selected company case(s).

For questions and comments, please contact: Cyndy Wilson, telephone 240-205-3952, or e-mail cynthia.wilson@hq.doe.gov. 
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